

	




[image: image2.png]



Army urges saving Nike site and seeks public comment
(Published: June 26, 2007) 

The U.S. Army has recommended preserving part of the historic Nike missile site at Anchorage's Arctic Valley and will present the findings of an environmental assessment of the plan Thursday at the Anchorage Marriott Downtown. 

The public is invited to attend the meeting, scheduled from 5 to 8 p.m., and offer comments. The Army will present the conclusions of its environmental assessment at 6:30. 

The public comment period will remain open until July 13. 

In a report released this month, Col. David Shutt, garrison commander at Fort Richardson, recommended the preservation of 14 structures, including one of three radar dome towers at the upper site and two missile launch and storage facilities at the lower site.  The other 13 structures would be demolished. 

The Army considered four options: total demolition, partial demolition that would eliminate 16 of the 27 structures, partial demolition that would eliminate 13 of the structures, and doing nothing at all, an option that could lead to further decay of the site. 

The facility, known as Site Summit, was operational from 1959 until 1979 and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. It is one of only two Nike installations in the nation that launched test missiles during the Cold War, when Alaska was part of the frontline defense against Soviet attacks. 

-- Anchorage Daily News 
